
Kansas City is Growing the Brand
Certified Hereford Beef (CHB®) is 
pleased to announce that L&C Meat 
Inc. has been licensed to distribute 
CHB-branded beef products in the 
Kansas City, Mo., market.

L&C Meats was founded by Tom 
Likely in 1948 and is currently owned 
and operated by Ruth Likely, keeping 
the old-time butcher shop tradition. 
Under the leadership of General 
Manager Timothy O’Dell, L&C Meats 
continues to service restaurants with 
the finest beef available. 

“With the long history that the 
Hereford breed has established in 
Kansas City, it feels like a natural fit for 
L&C Meats, and it is an enhancement 
to our product line,” O’Dell says. “We 
look forward to taking the product to 
the streets to not only share the story 
of CHB and the American Hereford 
Association, but to knock on doors 
and increase the demand for this high 
quality beef.”

L&C Meats is most notably 
recognized in the area for its dry-
aged beef, an artisanal form of aging 
that lends to a distinctive mild and 
nutty flavor profile while maintaining 
the tenderness and juiciness of the 
product. All steaks are hand cut to 

purchaser specifications.
L&C Meats currently custom cuts 

product for another licensed CHB 
distributor, Springfield Grocer Co. 
in Springfield, Mo., which has been 
a partner since the spring of 2008. 
Springfield Grocer was founded in 1865 
and later incorporated in 1889. In the 
beginning, it was more of a dry goods 
company, selling to farmers, early 
settlers and city folk. It is Springfield’s 
oldest surviving continuously operating 
business institution. 

“We continually see the consistency 
in product quality and sizing for each 
cut,” O’Dell says. “This is a brand we 
have been waiting for.”

Mick Welch, CHB LLC vice 
president of sales says, “L&C Meat Co. 
has been a long time user of CHB for 
everyday production and licensing them 
to promote the brand was a natural fit. 
When a company decides to partner up 
and agree to be licensed to promote the 
brand that says a lot. We look forward 
to growing together.” 

CHB LLC is pleased to partner 
with L&C Meat Inc. in branding the 
CHB product and creating additional 
consumer awareness in the Kansas 
City area.

Kohl Wholesale reaches milestone 
Kohl Wholesale has officially sold eight 
million lb. of CHB product. Located 
in Quincy, Ill., Kohl Wholesale has 
been a licensed distributor since 2010. 
Previously known as N. Kohl Grocer 
Co., Kohl Wholesale was founded in 
1873 by Nikolaus Kohl. 

According to Bron Zimmerman, 
meat buyer for Kohl, “CHB has provided 

Kohl Wholesale with a highly valued 
beef product that delivers great quality 
and consistency to our customers.” 

Kohl continues to service the tri-
state area of Illinois, Missouri and Iowa. 
“The CHB brand separates us from the 
competition,” Zimmerman says.  HW

“CHB Bites” is a column designed to keep you in-the-know about Certified Hereford Beef (CHB) program happenings. You can also follow CHB on Facebook at facebook.com/CertifiedHerefordBeef.
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by Amari Manning, CHB LLC chief operating officer

CHB LLC staff presented Kohl Wholesale with the CHB 8-Million lb. award. Pictured (l to r) are Mick 
Welch, CHB LLC vice president of sales; Matt Ehrhart, Kohl Wholesale president; Bron Zimmerman, Kohl 
meat buyer; and Amari Manning, CHB LLC chief operating officer.
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