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Beck Named Hereford Junior Herdsman of the Year 

 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. ​​​— At the conclusion of the 2014 VitaFerm® Junior National Hereford Expo (JNHE) Cody Beck, Bainbridge, Ind., was presented this year’s Herdsman of the Year title and coveted belt buckle.

Cody is the 21-year-old son of Andy and Betsy Beck. He will be a senior this fall at Oklahoma State University (OSU), Stillwater, majoring in animal science. Prior to transferring to OSU, Cody attended Butler Community College, El Dorado, Kan., where he was a member of the livestock judging team.
A committee of national advisors chose five finalists for the Herdsman of the Year award and his peers — JNHE participants — voted him the winner. 

“This award means the world to me and I am very grateful that I had the opportunity to receive such a high honor,” Cody says. “After watching people that I look up to for so many years and trying to emulate what they do with my own style, it’s a true honor to achieve this goal.”

At this year’s JNHE, Cody won reserve grand champion horned female. He has exhibited cattle and participated in contests at every Indiana preview show and JNHE since he became a junior member in 2000, as well as several years showing and competing at the Canadian junior nationals. Cody was also named Indiana’s outstanding state member at the 2011 JNHE.
As far as state Hereford involvement, he has served the Indiana Junior Hereford Association as president for two years. He’s also won the National Junior Merit, John Wayne and Future Cattleman scholarships.
He says one of his proudest accomplishments in the showring was exhibiting the 2010 JNHE reserve grand champion bred-and-owned female, as well as being a top 10 senior showman at the 2011 and 2013 JNHEs. Cody credits his father and grandfather for being his role models, as well as Chris Mullinix and Colt Keffer.
While he says the memories he’s made in the showring are special, they don’t equal up to the people he’s met along the way, including his mentors and best friends.
The 2014 VitaFerm Junior National Hereford Expo was sponsored in part by Biozyme Inc., St. Joseph, Mo. The NJHA is one of the most active junior programs in the country with approximately 3,000 members. The NJHA’s mission is to create and promote enthusiasm for the breed while providing opportunities through leadership, education and teamwork. For more information about the NJHA, visit www.jrhereford.org.
###
For JNHE pictures and additional news releases, visit www.herefordphotoshop.com/media. 
Cutline:

Cody Beck, Bainbridge, Ind., was named 2014 Hereford Junior Herdsman of the Year. Also pictured are his parents, Andy and Betsy Beck.
