
There’s no doubt Florida and the Gulf Coast are a harsh 
environment for beef cattle. It’s hot. It’s humid. It’s 
extremely hot and humid at least half of the year, unlike 
any other region in the U.S. But like the rest of the 
country, it’s an area where the right Hereford genetics 
can and do thrive. 

University of Florida Associate Professor of Beef Cattle 
Management Todd Thrift explains it well: “It’s been this 
way for 100 years. We deal with a hot, humid climate. By 
what they call the temperature humidity index, we are 
at extreme danger for livestock a good six months out of 
the year.” 

He adds that in this sort of extreme environment, 
cows with some level of Bos indicus influence will do 
better in a commercial operation, but the rest of that 
equation equals out nicely with Hereford added in. 

The Cadillac of females
“There is no question about that,” Thrift says. “There’s 70-
plus years of research that says the Hereford-Brahman F1 
cross is the kind. She is certainly the Cadillac of females.” 

E.L. Strickland would agree. He has been in the cattle 
business for 36 years on his Circle Square Ranch near 
Ocala, Fla., and he won’t have anything but a Hereford-
Brahman cross cow on the place. He does maintain a 
purebred herd of about 200 head of Herefords to breed 

to Brahman bulls for replacement females, along with a 
small herd of purebred Brahmans to produce those bulls. 
But the majority of his 1,200 head of cattle are Hereford-
Brahman cross cows, which are mated to Hereford bulls 
from Debter Hereford Farms, Horton, Ala. 

From a lifetime of experience, Strickland knows what 
works and what doesn’t. He says, the Hereford-Brahman 
cross is ideal for this location. “Heat, rain, dry weather, 
they can handle all of it. They’re durable and easy to raise.”

And easy to sell, too. “The Braford female is probably 
the most popular in Florida and the Gulf Coast because 
of their heat tolerance and durability,” Strickland says.

He keeps many of the females he raises but the rest sell 
quickly, he says. “I don’t have to worry about marketing 
females, people come to me, hunting them. I have to tell 
them, first-come, first-serve.”

Strickland says he has no trouble selling the steers 
either; they usually sell to the same order buyer that they 
have for years and years. “I’ll put them up against any 
black calves,” he says. 

Father-son duo Carl and Shane Askins operate  
C Bar A ranch near Sarasota, Fla., and echo Strickland’s 
appreciation of Herefords. On their roughly 500 head 
of commercial crossbred cows, Hereford and Braford 
bulls are used — just as they have been for decades. In 
fact, Carl says he’s been buying bulls from Jonny Harris 
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of Screven, Ga., since 1960 and has been so happy with 
them he’s never shopped anywhere else since. 

The Askinses’ cow herd is comprised of a Hereford-
Brahman cross cow as well. They raise all their own 
replacements, hand-picking each heifer for the right mix 
of the two breeds. Carl says he has found if he can keep 
“a little ear,” the cows will withstand the heat better but 
he appreciates the qualities the Hereford genetics bring to 
the cross as well, saying, “They’re always gentle.”

Advantage in docility 
Carl adds that he had a purebred Brahman bull once, 
“They’re hard to find with a good temperament, not 
saying you can’t, but it’s hard. With these Hereford bulls 
I can be in the pen with the cattle and walk through 
them. My old saying is, ‘If you breed an idiot, you’re 
going to get an idiot. If you breed to an idiot bull you’re 
going to get an idiot calf. So when you’ve got something 
that’s pretty gentle you save their offspring, you’ve got a 
pretty good chance of them being gentle.

“I bought a herd of cows one time and it had a 
Brangus in it. When she got about 6 years old, she got 
rank and that was enough for me.”

Although Carl is 69 years old, he helps other cattlemen 
once in a while. He says, “I used to do a lot more day 
work. They’ve got all Angus and Brangus bulls and it 
seems like every time a Brangus bull gets 5 or 6 years old 
they get an attitude and I don’t like their attitude.”

Sam Albritton raises cattle near Ocala, Fla., in 
addition to working for Helena Chemical. He runs 
Hereford and Angus bulls in a two-breed rotation 
on Brahman-cross cows, so he especially appreciates 
Herefords for their docility.  

“I’ve always liked Hereford bulls,” Albritton says. “I 
like their temperament; I like the ability to drive them.” 

Albritton says most of his cattle are quarter-Brahman, 
and he breeds Hereford bulls to the Brahman-Angus 
crosses and Angus bulls to the Brahman-Hereford 
crosses. He markets his cattle through Superior Livestock 
Auction by forward contract. 

Adding to his knowledge of the bull-buying 
marketplace, Albritton is co-chairman of the Ocala 
Graded Bull Sale — the oldest of its kind in the nation. 
The sale markets all breeds of bulls, Hereford included.

He says, “I think Herefords are underrated. As far as 
calf-wise, I can show you some 700-lb. calves right now 
from Hereford bulls. And the price of the calves hasn’t 
hurt us a bit. Using Hereford bulls, I am selling as good 
or better than anyone else on Superior. And a Hereford 
bull won’t dig holes at your gate either.” 

Likewise, Strickland doesn’t hesitate when saying his 
calves bring just as much or more as a black-hided calf 
with a lot less frustration. “We used to use Angus bulls 
on our heifers and I got so aggravated I got rid of them. I 
don’t like black bulls, won’t let one on the place. They are 
hole digging, fence tearing up, good for nothings.” 

Greenview Farms Inc.
Supplying seed stock for Florida Cattlemen for over 50 years.

Raised in large groups in southern Georgia
All bulls BVD -PI negative

Selling 60 Hereford bulls and 60 Braford bulls annually.
For sale 60 Hereford heifers and contracting our 2013 Braford heifers.
Watch for our consignments to Ocalla and Lakeland Bull Sales.

For more information, contact:
Jonny and Paul Harris
334 K-Ville Rd.
Screven, GA 31560
912-586-6585 • cell 912-294-2470
greenviewfarms@windstream.net



Debter’s 40th Annual Bull Sale

4134 Co. Hwy. 30, Horton, AL 35980
Glynn Debter 205-429-2040 
Perry Debter 205-429-4415
John Ross Debter • debterfarm@otelco.net
Farm located 50 miles north of Birmingham, 50 miles south of 
Huntsville, 25 miles east of Cullman and 25 miles west of Gadsden. 
Look for farm signs on Hwy. 278, mile marker 104.

Fleming Angus Farm
John and Linda Fleming 

205-466-5873
1430 Tidwell Rd., Altoona, AL 35952

Flemingangus.com

Free bull delivery to anywhere in Florida.

Selling:
90 2-year-old Hereford bulls •100 Commercial bred females

50 2-year-old Angus bulls

Saturday, Oct. 27, 2012 • Noon 
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Choose Hereford for profitability
Despite those flaws, some are still using Angus, and 
Thrift explains that many producers in the Gulf Coast 
have Angus-cross cows. That’s part of the reason why 
now, more than ever, is the time for Hereford.

“I think there’s a heck of a place here for Hereford 
bulls,” Thrift says. “We’ve got a lot of Brangus kind of 
cows and on top of them, an excellent choice in my 
opinion is a Hereford bull. Right now, many of those 
are being bred to Charolais bulls for a terminal cross, or 
Angus bulls chasing carcass genetics.”

Thrift says, in his opinion, the push toward Angus 
because of carcass quality doesn’t make sense as far as 
profitability is concerned.

“We’ve worked against Mother Nature pretty hard 
trying to fit the end product. Cow traits have been 
forgotten. I am not saying ignore the end product. But 
I’ve got to have a cow that functions in my environment, 
and has a calf every year — which means crossbred. 
There are too many advantages to her. Those are the 
really important traits that drive profitability, not 
whether we get 60 or 70% Choice. If you do the math 
on that, the Choice-Select spread has to be large — over 
$20 a hundredweight — for it to really make much of 
a difference. And most of the producers don’t retain 
ownership on cattle; they sell at weaning.” 

Albritton, Strickland, Carl Askins and Thrift all 
agree that there needs to be more purebred Hereford 

breeders in the South to help satisfy the need for those 
genetics. But, Thrift admits that Florida has never been a 
seedstock-producing state because of its harsh climate. 

“As you go north animals get larger, they grow better, 
because of better forages, better soils. As you go south 
things get smaller. To adapt to this hot, humid climate, 
cattle need to be a little more moderate in size.”

He says it’s important to consider climate when 
purchasing cattle. “They need to be slick haired, not 
monsters in terms of size, with acceptable birth weights, 
and need to have a little bit of muscle to them. They need 
to be able to tolerate this heat and humidity.”

Obviously, a bull bred and raised in Montana might 
have a harder time acclimating to the conditions in 
Florida, but it helps that the majority of the cows in the 
area are bred to calve in the fall. 

Strickland says, “Our breeding season is February to 
June 1. We do our breeding in the wintertime so heat is 
no problem for bulls, then they rest all summer. During 
the hot months, all they have to do is lay in the shade 
and take it easy.” 

It’s critical that if it does get warm, the bulls are tolerant 
enough to get the cows bred. “A lot of guys who turn out 
Angus bulls will have to follow-up with another breed 
after he gets heat stressed and quits working,” Thrift says. 

Carl Askins says in all his years of using Hereford bulls 
and raising Hereford-cross cattle, he’s never lost a cow to 
heat. He’s lost some to alligators, sure, but not heat stress.

Breeding Hereford cattle for 68 years.
Supplying bulls to Florida Cattlemen for 30 years.

Selling 50 Line 1 Hereford Bulls Annually
Bulls for sale private treaty

Watch for our consignments to 
the Ocala Bull Sale, Jan. 8, 2013.

Bill Woodard and Bob Woodard
Winn Woodard and Phil Spicer

4809 William Woodard Rd., Springfield, TN 37172
615-389-2624, Winn or 615-351-2810, Phil

wiwoodard@bellsouth.net

Woodard Hereford Farm

Selling 50 bulls annually!
9th Annual Performance Bull Sale • Saturday, Feb. 16, 2013

Powerful set of bulls with solid EPDs.
Offering well-structured, solid carcass traits, rugged, big 
topped bulls raised on high roughage diets that will sire 
vigorous calves at birth without calving problems.

Selling bulls to Florida for over 40 years.
Located approximately 30 miles north of Jackson, 

Tenn. on Hwy. 70 Alt.

Tom Lane Jr., Albert Stone
5190 Clay Farm Rd., Atwood, TN 38220

615-804-0500 or 931-200-0164
tomlane26@gmail.com • www.fourlherefords.com



 CE BW WW YW MM M&G MCE SC FAT REA MARB BMI$ CEZ$ BII$ CHB$

 3.2 5.0 88 140 39 83 5.3 2.6 -0.013 0.98 002 19 15 10 45

KCF BENNETT M326 S342 {CHB}

 CE BW WW YW MM M&G MCE SC FAT REA MARB BMI$ CEZ$ BII$ CHB$

 3.4 2.6 56 88 36 64 5.0 1.5 -0.018 0.51 0.63 30 20 25 41 

WHITEHAWK 157K BEEFMAKER 896U {IEF,DLF}

WHITEHAWK 4R REVOLUTION 2328 {DLF,IEF}

These bulls epitomize our 
program’s mission, “To produce 
and market Hereford bulls that 
sire offspring born easily, grow 
at optimum rate to harvest, have 
a high quality end product (beef) 
for the consumer and outstanding 
replacement females to carry on 
the cow herd.”

BeeF Maker
Bull and Female Sale
80 Bulls and 60 Females
Friday,  Feb. 15, 2013

White haWk Ranch
1475 Canton Rd., Ste. 100, Marietta, GA 30066
Gary R. Hedrick • 678-858-0914 • Office 770-425-5200 • Fax 770-425-4191
g.hedrick@whitehawkinc.com • www.whitehawkbeefmakers.com
Josh Cabe 706-988-0019
Ranch located at 4765 Hwy. 27, Buchanan, Ga. 30113

GE•EPD
AHA

GE•EPD
AHA

GE•EPD
AHA

4 sons sell 14 sons sell

6 sons sell

 CE BW WW YW MM M&G MCE SC FAT REA MARB BMI$ CEZ$ BII$ CHB$

 3.3 2.4 59 119 27 57 5.3 2.5 -0.018 0.50 0.58 39 22 34 44



Although Thrift admits that hair length probably has 
more to do with heat tolerance than hair color, he says, 
in his opinion, especially where shade is scarce, a black-
hided cow, calf or bull is more likely to get stressed. 

That’s part of the reason why, again, Thrift says he 
wishes more F1 Hereford-Brahman crosses could be 
produced in his area. But, unfortunately, there is not a 
large amount of Hereford cows to use Brahman bulls on 
and the majority of the Brahman cows are being mated 
to Brahman bulls to produce purebreds.

Much-needed heterosis
All considered, Thrift says on a large scale, he sees great 
opportunity for Hereford bulls in the South because there 
are many three-quarter Angus, one-quarter Brahman 
crosses needing a shot of heterosis: “I see a lot of guys 

straight breeding Brangus here and I think there’s a lot of 
merit in putting a Hereford bull on that cross. 

“Put a Hereford bull on those Brangus cows and 
you’ve got great options for replacement females. You 
can keep them or sell them, maybe to a market that 
needs a little less ear. That makes a really good cow. As 
this market builds and we see more of a value put on 
replacement heifers instead of steers, the females out of 
a Hereford-Brangus cross, those super baldies, are out of 
this world.”

And for those who haven’t gone black, there is a super 
market for the Cadillac of Southern cows, the Hereford-
Brahman cross. Strickland has been producing them 
for decades, and his market has never been better. “I’ve 
been using Herefords the whole time,” he says. “I am not 
wishy-washy. And my female demand is great.” 

Jonesville south Carolina

Grass performing cattle is our way since 1946

FF RUFF PLATO H11 R216
P42763318 — Calved: March 21, 2006 — Tattoo: BE R216
  NT EXCEL PLATO NT S WFD PLT 722
FF 810 VICTOR PLATO H11 NT B LASS B29A
 P42039780 ROSS 48 PRYDREAM 51 D99 ROSS 11N PRIME 2 X4 51B {SOD}
   JLH VICTORIA X341 936

  FF BTL RUPERT A505 D641 FF BATTLE DANCE 007 A505
FF NEVA BATTLE D641 G149 FF HOT BTL SUN A145 L684
 P24019109 FF NAN BATTLE Z175 D685 FFVIC INNOV 67K 333 185
   FF NAN BTL DANC A67 X109

BRED in ThE SouTh
foR ThE SouTh

1. short haired

2. Pigmented eyes

3. deeP bodied

4. thiCk musCled

5. easy fleshing

good bulls start With good CoWs.

for sale:
29 yearling bulls

referenCe from florida Cattlemen

Larry Barrtals
San Antonio, Fla.

Hal Phillips
Morriston, fla.

Chad Sasser, 4G Ranch
Land o Lakes, fla.

BREEDinG BuLLS foR ouR CowS
Roger Fowler
864-426-3281

328 fowken farm Rd.
Jonesville, SC 29353

Rogersfowler73@hotmail.com

norris fowler
864-674-5147

nrfowler@brecwb.com

Greg Fowler
864-426-7337

fowkenfarm@yahoo.com
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Mead Bulls…
…Right For The Times

Selling 60 bulls annually by private treaty.
• Tough bulls raised on grass in large groups

• Southern raised from birth
• Selected for structure, performance and maternal strength

Tommy and Tommie Lynne  
1230 Reeves Rd.
Midville, GA 30441

706-554-6107
Cell 706-339-0201
www.meadcattle.com
tommy@meadcattle.com
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