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Lawrence Inducted into Hereford Hall of Fame

KANSAS CITY, Mo. ​​​— Truman Lawrence, Somerset, Ky., was inducted into the Hereford Hall of Fame Nov. 1, 2013, in Kansas City at the American Hereford Association (AHA) Annual Meeting. The Hall of Fame honor annually recognizes breeders who’ve dynamically influenced the direction and advancement of the Hereford breed.


Truman Lawrence started as a “horseback-riding, roping cowboy in Oklahoma and Texas” according to longtime customers of his, Mary and Bill Mericka, Triple M Ranch, Browns Summit, N.C., but worked his way to be one of the most well-respected and beloved Hereford farm managers in the country. 


Truman managed McIntosh, Double L and Poca Dot Hereford farms over the years and then spent 25 years working for Morlunda Farms, Lewisburg, W.Va. When Truman began managing Morlunda in 1960, the farm was a horned operation, and Truman was able to transition it to one of the best polled Hereford herds in the country. 


Dr. Donald Richardson, Crozet, Va., says he made many trips to Morlunda with his father, Warren, while Truman was manager. “Truman was my father’s favorite cowperson of all time,” Dr. Richardson said in his enthusiastic endorsement of Truman’s induction into the Hall of Fame.  


“Truman was a superb fitter and shower of cattle,” Dr. Richardson adds. 


While Truman was managing Morlunda, it won many banners for excellent show cattle and was owned by the Nelson family. During Truman’s employment in 1968, the Morlunda show string traveled across the country to more shows than any other farm.  


Truman also gained national respect as a judge. 


The Merickas have nothing but the utmost respect and admiration of Truman.  “Truman was a real believer in trying to improve the breed. He went to Canada and bought cattle to increase frame size. He believed in records and kept detailed ones before that became the thing to do,” they wrote in recommendation.


Truman was also focused on youth, spending much of his time mentoring young cattlemen and women. Bill Nelson attests to this. “All the grandchildren thought of Truman as a second father,” Nelson says. 


The late Oscar Nelson, Jr., who was Truman’s employer at Morlunda was quoted as saying, “Truman is an expert judge of cattle. He’s also an excellent salesman, but more than these things, the one thing that is dear to my heart is his ability and desire to work with young people.” 


Dale Stith, an auctioneer from Maysville, Ky., has known Truman Lawrence for 35 years. “Mr. Lawrence has been a mentor and teacher to an untold number of young and old alike. It is because of managers like this that so many successful businessmen and women have had their success in our industry.”


Truman’s children Linda and Larry, along with his wife, Melba, have passed away. He is 90 years old and still enjoying retirement.  

###

The American Hereford Association, with headquarters in Kansas City, Mo., is one of the largest U.S. beef breed associations. The not-for-profit organization along with its subsidiaries — Certified Hereford Beef (CHB) LLC, Hereford Publications Inc. (HPI) and American Beef Records Association (ABRA) — provides programs and services for its members and their customers, while promoting the Hereford breed and supporting education, youth and research. For more information about the Association, visit Hereford.org.

For pictures and additional news releases, visit www.herefordphotoshop.com/media.
Cutline:

Truman Lawrence, Somerset, Ky., was inducted into the AHA Hall of Fame. Pictured at the awards presentation (seated, l to r) are: Eric Nelson, Charleston, W.Va.; Tina Nelson Rucker, Shelby, N.C.; Bill Nelson, New Orleans, La.; Truman Lawrlence; Eric Nelson Sr., Charleston, W.Va.; Mary Elizabeth Nelson Barnes, Richmond, Va.; and Danny Slusher, Somerset, Ky. Back row (l to r) are: Lyle Gross, Manning, Iowa; Richard Harvey, Staunton, Va.; Phill Boggs, Columbus, Ohio; Kara Slusher, Somerset, Ky.; Tripp Nelson, Charleston, W.Va.; Cort Slusher Somerset, Ky.; Dale Micheli, Ft. Bridger, Wyo., recently retired AHA director; Cliff Copeland, Nara Visa, N.M., recently retired AHA president; Craig Huffhines, AHA executive vice president; and Marty Lueck, Mountain Grove, Mo., recently retired AHA director.

