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Boyd Inducted into Hereford Hall of Merit
KANSAS CITY, Mo. ​​​– James F. (Jim) Boyd, was inducted into the Hereford Hall of Merit Nov. 1, 2013, in Kansas City at the American Hereford Association (AHA) Annual Meeting. Hall of Merit inductees aren’t necessarily Hereford breeders but have, in their own ways, greatly influenced the Hereford breed and cattle industry. 


Jim was raised on a livestock and grain farm near Arnett, Okla. He earned his bachelor’s degree in animal science from Oklahoma State University. After graduation he worked for and eventually managed several cattle operations before accepting a position with the American Hereford Association in 1972 as a fieldman serving West Texas and New Mexico. 


Retiring in December 2003, Jim dedicated more than 30 years to promoting the Hereford breed and doing all he could to support, encourage and get the highest bid for each lot.


“Jim had the uncanny ability to work with diverse breeders and make them feel good about being in the business,” says Craig Huffhines, AHA executive vice president. “The eternal optimist, Jim was one of the most positive promoters of the Hereford breed.  His relationships were strong with the managers of some the largest most historic ranches in the country yet he would take the time to help a new breeder or a youngster coming up through the youth program.”

John Dudley of Dudley Bros., Comanche, Texas, wrote in his letter to the AHA Board about Jim’s nomination, “I am happy to offer my support of his nomination. Certainly Mr. Boyd is the grand example of the “Old Guard” and very deserving of this recognition.”  


Jim was the Fort Worth National Show honoree in 2004 and the Livestock Marketing Association’s Marketer of the Year at the 2004 National Western Stock Show in Denver. He was also awarded the title “Friend of Texas Hereford Association” in 2012. 


Jim and his wife, Marylee, live in Abilene. They have a son, James, three grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.  
###
The American Hereford Association, with headquarters in Kansas City, Mo., is one of the largest U.S. beef breed associations. The not-for-profit organization along with its subsidiaries — Certified Hereford Beef (CHB) LLC, Hereford Publications Inc. (HPI) and American Beef Records Association (ABRA) — provides programs and services for its members and their customers, while promoting the Hereford breed and supporting education, youth and research. For more information about the Association, visit Hereford.org.
For pictures and additional news releases, visit www.herefordphotoshop.com/media. 

Cutline:

Jim Boyd, Abilene, Texas, was inducted into the AHA Hall of Merit. Pictured at the awards presentation (l to r) are: Dale Micheli, Ft. Bridger, Wyo., recently retired AHA director; Cliff Copeland, Nara Visa, N.M., recently retired AHA president; Jim and Marylee Boyd; Craig Huffhines AHA executive vice president; and Marty Lueck, Mountain Grove, Mo., recently retired AHA director.

